SANE Checklist for Disaster Planning

· Ideally, a SART should have discussed a disaster plan in advance. Here are some questions your team should be prepared to answer: 

· If facility is evacuated what services will still be provided?

· Where will services be provided- another facility, another community?

· How will team members communicate with each other?

· Can you continue to provide care if there is a power outage? 

· Can you continue to provide care is there is not running water?

· Does you evidence kit require refrigeration and what evidence will be lost if it cannot be refrigerated. 

· How will chain of evidence be maintained until evidence can be turned over to law enforcement?

Preparing for your SANE program’s disaster plan:
· Facility Planning

· Safe storage of back-up of forensic medical records 

· Back-up of computer files 

· Preparation of emergency essentials – food, water, shelter, etc. 

· Preparation of a portable examination kit 

Records

· Log book

· Policy and procedure manual

· Database of program supporters and important contacts 

· Blank forms – consents, records, handouts.

Communication
· Maintain a database of all SANE staff, contact information and a point of contact outside the immediate area

· Phone tree to place nurses on alert 

· Central point of contact for evacuation

· Designated call-in number 

· State SANE coordinator with a database of forensic nurse SA providers

Portable examination equipment
· 2 locking roller bag suitcases (one for equipment, one for storage of collected evidence.

· Evidence Collection Kits

· Woods Lamp

· Camera , ABFO ruler

· Film (if not digital) or digital media 

· Gloves

· Speculums and light source 

· Flashlight 

· Toluidine dye, lubricant, swabs

· Swab drying box

· Suture removal kits 

· Tape

· Sterile water 

· Extra batteries 

· Oto/ophthalmoscope

· Labels

Medications and Treatment Supplies

· Wound care supplies

· Medications - antibiotics, EC

Additional supplies
· Laptop computer (back-up battery)
· Protocols

· Forms

· Media storage (CD’s, jump drive, portable hard-drive)
So how ready are you?
· Identify partners

· Demonstrate forensic nurse capabilities

· Establish MOU 

· Establish response protocol

· Identify & organize response kit

· Acquire funding for supplies

