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International Association of Forensic Nurses Announces 
Forensic Nurses Week
Annapolis (November 9, 2009)-- While many people think the solution to violence occurs in police stations, courtrooms and prisons; there is a dedicated group of nurses who understand “Violence is a Health Care Problem.”  During the week of November 9-13, 2009 the International Association of Forensic Nurses (IAFN) will celebrate Forensic Nurses Week. Forensic Nurses are on the front line making sure victims of rape, child abuse and domestic violence receive compassionate care, while vital forensic evidence is collected and preserved. 

This year the International Association of Forensic Nurses celebrates its 17th anniversary of providing education and support to forensic nurses throughout the United States, Canada and 22 other countries. At their Scientific Assembly in Atlanta last month more than 600 attendees met to take on the challenge of educating policy makers that primary prevention of violence should be an important part of health care in every country.  Forensic Nurses are in the best position to make a difference by creating programs to both prevent violence and provide early recognition and treatment of the effects of violence.

Forensic nursing has many faces throughout the world. Canada pioneered the role of the nurse death investigator in the 1970s. In the United Kingdom forensic nurses have traditionally provided in forensic psychiatric facilities, but have recently expanded their role to provide care to victims of sexual assault.  Worldwide forensic nurses provide leadership in developing compassionate care for victims and perpetrators of interpersonal violence.  

Healthcare facilities are encouraged to sponsor activities that recognize and support the contributions of their forensic nurses during the week of November 9-13, 2009. 

For more information about how to recognize your forensic nurses, please contact IAFN at info@iafn.org or 410-626-7805.

-MORE-

About the Association

The International Association of Forensic Nursing is a not-for-profit professional membership organization whose mission is to provide leadership in forensic nursing practice by developing, promoting, and disseminating information internationally about forensic nursing science. Founded in 1993, the International Association of Forensic Nursing has more than 3,000 members in 24 countries. Members include practicing forensic nurses, academic personnel, researchers, law enforcement, advocates, and others. The association’s 32 chapters are located throughout the United States. More information about the Association can be found online at www.iafn.org. 
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