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Celebrate Forensic Nurses Week
November 9-13, 2009
What is Forensic Nursing?

Forensic nursing is defined as the practice of nursing when health care and legal systems 

intersect.

What does a Forensic Nurse do?

The forensic nurse provides direct services to individual patients, consultation services to medical and legal entities, education and prevention to patients, families and communities, as well as expert testimony in areas dealing with violence and abuse, trauma, death investigation and adequacy of nursing service delivery.  The settings range from hospital to community-based.
Are there different specialties in Forensic Nursing? 
Yes. Forensic nursing specialties include:  Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners, Correctional Nurses, Nurse Death Investigators, Intimate Partner Violence specialists, Forensic Psychiatric Nurses, and Legal Nurse Consultants to name a few.

Within these specialties a forensic nurse may work with patients who have experienced trauma or abuse, suspected perpetrators, families impacted by violence and communities engaged in improved intervention and prevention efforts.
How can I get started in Forensic Nursing?

If you are an emergency room nurse, chances are you are practicing forensic nursing and don’t even know it!  You can start by taking educational classes in various topics of forensics.  There are many forensic nursing degree and certificate programs available as well.  To see a sample listing of forensic programs as well as educational classes, go to IAFN’s website at:  www.iafn.org.
Where can I go to obtain valuable information on Forensic Nursing? 

As the organization who defined the standards of practice in forensic nursing, the International Association of Forensic Nurses (IAFN) is the voice of forensic nursing.  At IAFN, you will find the support and resources needed to improve and advance your forensic nursing career.  For more information about membership and forensic resources visit IAFN’s website at:  www.iafn.org.  
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 Activities You Can Organize
 for Forensic Nurses Week
Thank you for requesting the Forensic Nurse Week Organizing Packet.  Forensic Nurse Week has been decreed by the IAFN Board of Directors to occur every year in the second week of November.  2009 is the inaugural year for this event!

The International Association of Forensic Nurses (IAFN) commends the commitment, dedication, and passion of all forensic nurse professionals who provide timely, sensitive and patient-centered care.

IAFN invites you to join the association and colleagues who will celebrate this annual event.  Forensic nurses need and deserve recognition!

Below is a list of suggestions for activities you can do to promote Forensic Nurses Week…

· Hang the Forensic Nursing Week poster (included in the packet) in your ER, lobby, cafeteria, etc.

· Give the Forensic Nursing Week Press Release to your organization/hospital for:

· Dispersing to local media

· Announcing in your organization’s newsletter

· Post information on facility/community website about the week

· Introduce the subject of forensic nursing by sending an email to all facility staff 

· Provide a lunch and learn session for facility staff on forensic nursing

· Wear LILAC, the color representing Forensic Nursing Week on Friday, November 13, 2009.

· If you don’t own anything lilac, you can order a lilac IAFN t-shirt to show your support!

· Already have a team of forensic nurses?  Give them a token of appreciation with a new badge reel or notepad.  IAFN will be having discounts in the online store!

· Send a packet of information about Forensic Nurses and Forensic Nursing week to you local and state politicians. Tell them about your practice!

· Attend the FREE webinar on Thursday, November 12, 2009 at 2pm ET that gives you a tour of IAFN’s website.  This webinar will show you all the invaluable resources that are available on the IAFN website that you never knew were there!  

Press Release * Posters * Lilac IAFN T-shirts

To purchase any of these items, contact the IAFN office at:  +1.410.626.7805 or visit our website at: www.iafn.org.
We Need Your Ideas

We ask that you let us know how you celebrate Forensic Nurses Week. We will share your ideas, suggestions and photos with other IAFN members. We are also interested in suggestions for future Forensic Nurses Week themes and activities. E-mail the information to info@iafn.org. 
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